[image: image1.png]B | cepbeFop ~—=

Education and Culture DG
European Centre for the Development

of Vocational Training Lifelong Learning Programme






Study visit group report

Dear Participants,

The purpose of a study visit is to generate an exchange of experience and good practice between the country you visit and the countries you all come from. Thus, participating in a study visit can be an exciting experience and an important learning tool for you. 

During the visit you are invited to prepare a group report summarising your experience. This will help Cedefop disseminate what you have learnt to others, who share your interest but did not participate in this particular study visit.   

On the first day of the visit, you are to select a reporter who will be responsible for preparing the final report and submitting it to Cedefop. Start working on the report from the first day of the visit. Everybody should contribute actively to the report by sharing their views, knowledge, and practices. 
You will, of course, be taking your own notes during presentations and field visits; but the group report should highlight the result of the group’s reflections on what was seen and learnt during the entire visit. The report should NOT read as a travel diary, describing every day and every session or visit.
Cedefop will publish extracts of your reports on its website and make them available to experts in education and vocational training. When writing the report, please keep this readership in mind: make your report clear, interesting, and detailed enough to be useful to colleagues throughout Europe. 
Please prepare the report in the group’s working language.

The reporter should submit the report to Cedefop (studyvisits@cedefop.europa.eu) within one month after the time of the visit.

	Group 
	2009     208

	Title
	From local traditions to intercultural dialogue

	Theme
	33

	City, Country
	Rydzyna, Poland

	Type of visit 
	Study visit

	Group reporter
	Nicole USAÏ


I. Findings

This section summarises the findings that the group makes while visiting host institutions, discussing issues with the hosts and in the group. You will be reflecting about the things you learnt during each day. But to put them together and give an overall picture, you need to devote a special session to preparing the final report on the last day of the visit. 
In this section, it is important that you describe not only things you learnt about the host country but also what you learnt about the countries which you represent. 

1. Summarising your impressions, please describe what in your opinion are the 3 
most important things you learned during the visit. 
During an intense week of visits to nine education structures ranging from kindergarden to teacher training college, educators from Britain (2), Turkey (2), Italy (2), Spain, Slovakia, Germany and France had the opportunity to come into contact with the specificities of a small town –Rydzyna’s population is 3,000 inhabitants- within the Polish education system.

The group enjoyed a very warm welcome on the part of our Polish guests and would like to thank Ms Lucyna Borowiak -who organised the study visit- for her efficiency and readiness to answer our questions and suggestions.

The three most important things we learned during the visit:

a) Community spirit and identity seem to be strong elements in Poland.
This translates into schools which seem at the same time to be self contained and work for the outside: a Family Festival was often mentioned as well as Cleaning Day or after school activities such as playing in a band or bird watching. The Castle in Rydzyna, also used as a hotel and conference centre, seems to act as a magnet for the local population who can use its gardens and for school children to study its flora and fauna. However, there were few parents attending the school performance organised by Rydzyna Primary School and the group did not have the opportunity to meet them.
 Identity is another point: twenty years after the fall of the communist regime, what strikes outsiders is the overwhelming influence of the Catholic Church in Poland, both outside and inside schools. It may involve names given to schools, religion lessons, not to mention religious signs in classrooms. Although the group was told about immigrants coming from Eastern Europe belonging to other faiths, Rydzyna itself a small town is remarkable for its ethnic and religious homogeneity. Another strong element of the Polish identity is patriotism with the presence of he Polish army in commemorations or even in schools as patrons (Rydzyna’s Primary School’s patron is a Cavalry Regiment for example)

Finally, teaching which strongly relies on memorising speeches, poems and songs, seems to be more knowledge based than competence based.
b) From knowledge based teaching to teaching seen as training pupils’ individual competences. The highly motivated teachers we have met would certainly need information about new didactical concepts.
c) Intercultural dialogue and its aspect related to religion therefore needs to be questioned: our visit to the Quarter of Mutual Respect of Four Religions in Wroclaw whose aim was to illustrate inter faith dialogue failed to convince the group about the Polish Catholic Church’s will to take other religions into account. Dialogue seems to work between Catholic, Protestant, Orthodox and Jewish institutions but the Muslim community of Wroclaw is still not included. We strongly recommend integration as the necessary next step in this amazing project of dialogue.
2. One of the objectives of the study visits programmes is exchange of good practices among the hosts and participants. Cedefop will select examples of good practices and disseminate them among former participants and wider public, including potential partners for future projects.

Describe each of the good practices you learn about during the visit (both from the hosts and from each other) indicating the following: 

	title of the project/programme/initiative/...


	name of the institution that implements it (website)


	contact person (if possible), who presented the programme to the group

	whom the project/ programme/ initiative addresses

	what features of the project/programme/initiative make it an example of good practice


	Social and digital inclusion
through the use of art
	Hybridarts.co.uk
	stellacarr@

hybridarts.co.uk
	Young people in danger sent
to the charity by schools or coming on their own initiative
	To increase their self esteem, investigate potential job opportunities

	Language teaching
	Polish Ministry of Education
	
	Low rate of pupils per teacher
	Average class size of about 24 pupils divided into 2 groups
for language lessons

	Physiotherapy

Distributing milk
	Primary Schools
	Mr Jerzy Strozycki,
Primary School

in Kaczkowo
	Extra gym classes for
pupils with stature troubles
	Taking children’s health into account within the school context

	Children’s and Youth Orchestra
	Community Centre in Poniec
	
	Free teaching of band music 
to school children


	Providing free instruments and music lessons to children,
organising transport of children from various villages

	History from a transcultural point of view
	Leibniz Universitaet, Hannover
	Mr Friedrich Huneke
	German students
	How is World War Two seen in German/Russian text books.
Studying text books, forms of commemoration


3. The study visits programme aims to promote and support policy development and cooperation in the field of lifelong learning. That is why it is important to know what you learnt about such policies and their implementation during your visit. You are invited to describe your findings concerning the following:

3.1. common approaches, if any, that are met in all or some countries (both host and participants’) regarding the theme of the visit: 
	The will to give a European approach to teaching is shared by all the countries represented in the study visit with Comenius projects and etwinning partnerships.
Poland is particularly enthusiastic in looking for partners abroad though the Polish  schools we visited often could not get their projects approved by their National Agency, perhaps because of a lack of funds?


3.2. common challenges that are faced by all or some countries (both host and participants’) in their effort to implement policies related to the theme of the visit:
	Intercultural dialogue is a common challenge in all the countries represented though Britain, as a former colonial power, has had to address this issue much earlier than the other countries represented. France and Britain may feel more guilty about their colonialist past while it has to be recognised that the situation as a country of immigration is still fairly new for Poland. Polish Education Authorities are certainly aware of the challenge of welcoming immigrants and including national minorities.  Rydzyna’s region, because of its extreme ethnic homogeneity is only starting on the road of multiculturalism and needs more concepts
Common approaches in some or all of the participants’ countries:

- Developing communication skills by immigrant children teaching Polish students about their culture for example.

- Children from different nationalities (for example from Eastern Europe) integrated into Spanish Primary and Secondary schools and learning the language very quickly.
- How to use culture and tradition as a means to unite rather than divide is a challenge for Poland where 98 % of the population are Catholics.

- Cultivating Polish identity and referring to Polish heroic resistance in front of both German and Russian past aggressions should not supersede Poland’s will to make her identity part and parcel of her will to fully integrate the European Community.



3.3. effective and innovative solutions you have identified that the countries (both host and participants’) apply to meet the challenges you mentioned in question 3.2:
	- The fact that a great number of Polish people have had to emigrate in search for jobs, even though it is often seen as disrupting family life- a lot of fathers in the Rydzyna’s region work in Germany- may be a way for Polish people to come into contact with other ways of living.
- Even though most young Polish people we met seemed to want to stay and live in their native regions, others are willing to live abroad- albeit shortly- and to integrate aspects of a global identity into their lives.

-Comenius and Leonardo projects are a way for children to come into contact with other ways of living and thinking in Europe and Polish schools are dedicated to participating.


3.4. policies and practices that can be further explored and possibly transferred to other countries:

	Every country represented in the visit should question how their educational policies and systems are used to fight discrimination and promote intercultural dialogue.
Creativity seems to be a means to improve better understanding and communicating

ideas. 

A change of perspective, discourse on main human experiences, how to talk about different definitions of human rights, respect or equality for instance is necessary.



4. Creating networks of experts, building partnerships for future projects is another important objective of the study visit programme. 
Please state whether ideas for future cooperation have evolved during meetings and discussions.
	- A Comenius project between Turkish and French participants to the study visit and  II Liceum in Leszno , plus other European partners is being envisaged for 2010.
- A Polish primary school is due to visit the Slovakian participant’s school in October 2010

- Exchange of e mail addresses between participants should lead to matching  primary schools with schools in Turkey

-Plans for a project based on main human experiences but in different cultures may be developed by the German participant to the study visit
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