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Overall impressions
How satisfied were you with the study visit? Please indicate the number of participants for each category.
	Very satisfied
	7
	Satisfied
	
	Fairly satisfied
	
	Dissatisfied


	


REPORT

‘Wpuśćcie do klasy słońce’ (‘Let’s bring sun into the classroom’)  Celestyn Freinet
Overall Impressions

All participants were very satisfied with the study visit overall.  The visit was very well-organised.  The programme met all our expectations and the hospitality shown by all the hosts was excellent.  We saw all aspects of the Polish education system from the age of 3 to  19+ years old.  We saw various examples of foreign language teaching and use of ICT in and outside of the classroom at different levels.  We also developed a thorough understanding of how the schools forge links with other institutions in Wloclawek.
Content

We were made to feel very very welcome by our hosts in Wloclawek, Poland.  There were lots of opportunities to meet with teachers and students.  We even got the chance to meet the mayor and representatives of the local education authority in the town hall of Wloclawek.
Preparing pupils for the future:  
There was a strong emphasis on teaching the cultural traditions of Poland.  For example we saw traditional dances, stories about key figures in Polish History, recreations of an old school and a traditional home, and maps of Poland and the coat of arms in every classroom.  The students were made aware of local heritage.  For example, local pottery displays which we felt was an important link to the past industrial heritage of the region.
There was also an emphasis on Poland’s place in Europe.  For example, children learnt how to welcome visitors from all over Europe (the salt and bread at the kindergarten)  and the importance of the European identity e.g. the EU anthem on the very first day.  
[image: image3.jpg]



The students were also taught about the hygiene and cleanliness.  For example the importance of keeping clean and brushing teeth in the kindergarten.
We also liked the use of dancing and singing to promote student cohesion and social integration.  
In the secondary school we witnessed foreign language teaching e.g. English and German.  We liked the integration of foreign language teaching and environmental issues in the English classroom.
Active learning methods in foreign languages:  
This seemed to be done in a number of ways.  At the kindergarten there was learning through play with songs e.g. transport and travel to other European destinations.  In the Primary school there was the chance to learn English plus French and German.

The Primary School children had a European Club and a School Correspondence Club through which students could write to other students in Senegal, France,  Greece, and the Republic of Congo.  The presentations by the Primary school students were also given in English and there were some bi-lingual displays.
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We also liked the focus on caring for the environment.  For example, there was a Campaign for the Environment in the Primary School and a recycling campaign ‘Bottle for a Tree’.  At the modern art gallery experiencing nature was a strong theme in the art workshop through the use of all the senses.
One of the best lessons that we observed was by a young newly qualified English teacher in the secondary school.  There was a starter using visual images shown with a projector to revise keywords on the subject of the environment.  The good pace of the lesson provided some challenge to the students.  There was evidence of ICT using an audio listening task too.

It was great to get the opportunity to talk to older students at the Upper Secondary Schools.  Their presentations about the town were very good and they used ICT to show us the local area and their town.  They gave us a tour of Wloclawek including the beautiful cathedral and were always willing to use English in their answers.  In the future we hope that there will be more opportunities for students from all age groups to practice the spoken language and to get to know how to cope with everyday situations e.g. through role play activities.  This will help to build up their confidence and self-esteem about coping with real situations in the future.
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Using ICT as a Teaching Tool:

We did not see much evidence of students using ICT in lessons in the kindergarten and the primary schools, although we were told that students had ICT classes in a computer room.  However, there was other evidence of interesting uses of ICT:

· In the Primary school some students had produced their own film about the school which used clever techniques and music.

· A small group of students acted as reporters and were filming and taking digital photographs of the study visit in order to create a multimedia record of the visit.

· Some students were observed using some of the 4 computers in the reading room of the library in the Primary school.
· In the secondary school most classrooms were well-equipped with projectors and teachers were using these.  For example in the Maths lesson ICT was used to introduce equations and other areas in Mathematics including angle and shapes.  ICT was also used in Biology and Geography.  There was also a dedicated ICT suite that was being used for a lesson.  Students were free to use computers in the library.  
· At the Upper Secondary school our student hosts used ‘power-point’ presentations.  
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· At the University there was a fun ‘Who wants to be a millionaire?’ activity.  This is the type of fun learning activity that could be used more in the other schools as we feel that younger children would be motivated by this type of activity.
Co-operation between schools and other institutions:

We all think that the hospitality wherever we went was excellent.   

We were able to visit schools of four different levels: Kindergarten, Primary and Secondary schools and also the local University.  We went on a school trip to a local centre for the breeding and rehabilitation of the birds of prey, especially the peregrine falcons. 
The Head of the Primary school was also in charge of the kindergarten and there were some links between these two schools. 
At the In-Service Training Centre (ISTC)  we were pleased to see that there is an emphasis on training qualified teachers to use ICT more in the classroom.  There are clearly lots of opportunities for personal professional development.  We enjoyed the Polish language lesson for the visitors especially the ‘tongue twisters’.  
At the ISTC there was good co-operation with a manager of a local private language school who uses different teaching and learning methods in his classes including learning through play and creating an interactive environment and offering foreign study visits.  This might lead to opportunities for influencing teaching and learning methods in state schools through co-operation.  

It was good to see that the University was involved in the ERASMUS programme.  About 20 students had gone on these exchanges.  It would be helpful to increase the number of students going on these trips so that students can get more chances to practise their speaking skills.
Our favourite extra-curricular teaching and learning experience was at the Modern Art Gallery in Wloclawek.  It involved multi-sensory, cross-curricular aspects of learning.  The students clearly enjoyed the numerous activities that were carefully planned and the students actually created their own personal works of art.  We were glad to hear that lots of children get the opportunity to experience a programme of events and workshops here.  
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Networking
‘Out of small acorns, big trees grow’
There were lots of opportunities to network with other members of the group and with our hosts:
· E-twinning between Primary School No.2 in Wloclawek and Mehmet Akif Ersoy Primary School in Izmir, Turkey.

· Possible link between the Kujawsko-Pomorskie Centre of Education in Wloclawek and Centro de Apoyo al Profesorado de Vallecas (DAT Madrid Capital).

· Possible joint school Latin trips to Italy between August-Bebel-Gesamtschule Wetzlar and Dorothy Stringer School, Brighton, England.
· Teacher visit from the Gimnazjum Jana Pawla II and Dorothy Stringer School, Brighton, England.

· Possible link between Llwynypia Primary School, Wales and Szkola Podstawowa w Wilkowicach, Chocen, Poland.
· Possible school development project between Llwynypia Primary School and Jenaplan school De Dukdalf, Leiden, the Netherlands.

· Possible German penpal links and other projects between August-Bebel-Gesamtschule Wetzlar, or possibly another school of this region, with the Gimnazjum Jana Pawla II.
· Possible English penpal links between German schools and Liceum Ogolnoksztalcace im. Ziemi Kujawskiej in Wloclawek.

· German-Turkish international project between Mehmet Akif Ersoy Primary School in Izmir, Turkey, and August-Bebel-Gesamtschule Wetzlar, Germany.

Organisation

The support provided by both Anna and Izabela, the organisers, was excellent.  Everyone received the full programme of events by e-mail before the visit and e-mail communication was regular.  The vegetarians were looked after too!  We were a small group of 7 but this actually proved to be an advantage as we got to know each other very quickly.  There were regular opportunities for discussion between group members and the small size of the group meant that nobody was overlooked.
Suggestions
· It would have been nice to have a more formal meeting with the School Inspector about the quality and standard of teaching and learning in Poland. 

· It would be helpful if more of the hosts could speak some of the working language of the study visit.

· It might be a good idea in the future to have more opportunity to observe whole lessons.  For example,  the visiting group could be divided into pairs to go and observe a range of lessons around the school (s).  It sometimes created an artificial atmosphere when we arrived in a large group to observe just a few minutes of a lesson.
· This might have even lead to a formal teacher meeting where we could have discussed teaching and learning methods in our different education systems in the EU although there were informal opportunities for this.
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