ARION Group Report


Group report

For each study visit, a group rapporteur should be appointed to prepare, on the basis of discussion with all group members, a report summarising the main points of the study visit and the organisational aspects. This is to ensure an ongoing evaluation of the ARION scheme by the European Commission. The group report should include: 

1. Title page

1.1. Compulsory key data of the group report

·  Theme of the ARION study visit (e.g. Theme 2: Certification and assessment)

·  Title of the ARION study visit (e.g. Title: 02,01 – IT - Scuole europee a confronto – European schools at the mirror)

·  Visit number of the ARION study visit (e.g. 06002,01)

·  Beginning and end date of the study visit (e.g. 2/10/06 – 7/10/06)
·  Venue of the study visit (e.g. Roma in Italy)
·  Working language of the study visit (= language in which the study visit was held)

·  Name of the study visit organiser and his nationality

·  Names of the study visit participants and their nationalities

·  Name of the group rapporteur and his nationality

1.2. Possible key data of the group report

·  Name and address of the institute where the study visit was held
·  Pictures of the participants, the venue, the various trips, sights etc.

2. Main part: Content of the group report

The aim of the group report is not to evaluate the programme or the establishments visited, let alone the education system of the country visited. Such evaluations are obtainable from the OECD country reports, EURYDICE information brochures and studies as well as other and scientific studies. Instead, the focus should be on the theme of the visit, the European dimension, the additional European value, the (hopefully planned) continuation of contacts with one another and the schools visited and future European co-operation. The preparation of the final report is a joint, European educational project, as provided for as well by all other actions of the SOCRATES programme.

The report should not just describe but also evaluate the theme. Instead of a chronological description of events, it should take the form of a summary analysis. In addition to a brief description of the theme in the country visited, it should make a European comparison and put forward suggestions for the common resolution of problems at European level. Most importantly the group is encouraged to identify a best practice i.e. what is the most effective approach and solution, what works well and what doesn’t and the reasons for this, what are the weaknesses and strengths in the way the topic of study is managed in the different countries etc. 
3. Conclusion

· Summary (e.g. management summary, aims achieved, special events, lessons learned, future perspectives etc.)

· Special thanks (e.g. group organiser, institutes etc.)
4. Dispatch of the group report

The group reports should be sent, if possible, electronically to the Central Agency (to office@arion-visits.net) and to the European Commission (to guido.boel@cec.eu.int). Good quality reports will be published on the homepage of the Central Agency (www.arion-visits.net) and the European Commission, where they can be consulted.

The report can be prepared by the reporter in his or her native language. Every participant will receive a copy of the final version and additional copies will be sent to Central Agency and the European Commission. You should ask the reporter to send you a copy as well. Reporters should be asked to include an executive summary in their report, drafted in English or French.
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