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Study visit group report

Dear Participants,

The purpose of a study visit is to generate an exchange of experience and good practice between the country you visit and the countries you all come from. Thus, participating in a study visit can be an exciting experience and an important learning tool for you. 

During the visit you are invited to prepare a group report summarising your experience. This will help Cedefop disseminate what you have learnt to others, who share your interest but did not participate in this particular study visit.   

On the first day of the visit, you are to select a reporter who will be responsible for preparing the final report and submitting it to Cedefop. Start working on the report from the first day of the visit. Everybody should contribute actively to the report by sharing their views, knowledge, and practices. 
You will, of course, be taking your own notes during presentations and field visits; but the group report should highlight the result of the group’s reflections on what was seen and learnt during the entire visit. The report should NOT read as a travel diary, describing every day and every session or visit.
Cedefop will publish extracts of your reports on its website and make them available to experts in education and vocational training. When writing the report, please keep this readership in mind: make your report clear, interesting, and detailed enough to be useful to colleagues throughout Europe. 
Please prepare the report in the group’s working language.

The reporter should submit the report to Cedefop within one month after the time of the visit.

	Group 
	478

	Title
	How to make foreign language teaching and learning effective

	Theme
	Language and training

	City, Country
	Torun, Poland

	Type of visit 
	Study visit

	Group reporter
	Pascaline Horan


I. Findings

This section summarises the findings that the group makes while visiting host institutions, discussing issues with the hosts and in the group. You will be reflecting about the things you learnt during each day. But to put them together and give an overall picture, you need to devote a special session to preparing the final report on the last day of the visit. 
In this section, it is important that you describe not only things you learnt about the host country but also what you learnt about the countries which you represent. 

1. Summarising your impressions, please describe what in your opinion are the 3 most important things you learned during the visit. 
	· That effective organisation at every level  - from governmental to that of the individual teacher -  is essential to meet the needs of language students successfully
· That it is very important, at every level of education, to motivate students successfully according to their stage of development and particular interests

· That it is important and invaluable to have a good relationship with students in the context of creating a good atmosphere for successful language learning




2. One of the objectives of the study visits programmes is exchange of good practices among the hosts and participants. Cedefop will select examples of good practices and disseminate them among former participants and wider public, including potential partners for future projects.

Describe each of the good practices you learn about during the visit (both from the hosts and from each other) indicating the following: 

	title of the project/programme/initiative/...


	name of the institution that implements it (website)


	contact person (if possible), who presented the programme to the group


	whom the project/ programme/ initiative addresses


	what features of the project/programme/initiative make it an example of good practice



	CLIL at kindergarten level
	Kindergarten Przedszkole nr 14 
Ul. Inowroclawska 44 Torun, Poland
	
	Preschool children 
	The competence of the preschool teacher in both language and teaching skills

The  children  successfully learning many aspects of the preschool programme through the target language


	Language learning for talented secondary level students
	Gimnazjum Akademickie (GiLA) Ul. Szosa Chelminska 83
	
	Secondary school students
	Students’ interests are capitalised on to motivate them to engage in successful language learning at a high level

	Language teacher training
	Nauczycielskie Kolegium JęzyKów Obcych (NKJO) 
Ul. Sienkiewicza 38, Torun Poland 
	
	Trainee language teachers
	Effective use of practical and innovative teaching approaches and methodologies to produce teachers with a high competency in language and teaching skills


* You can describe as many good practices as you find necessary. You can add rows to the table.
3. The study visits programme aims to promote and support policy development and cooperation in the field of lifelong learning. That is why it is important to know what you learnt about such policies and their implementation during your visit. You are invited to describe your findings concerning the following:

3.1. common approaches, if any, that are met in all or some countries (both host and participants’) regarding the theme of the visit: 

	· Active learning methodologies
· CLIL 

· Teaching through the target language

· Integration of ICT with language learning

· Using music/song to teach language

· Using integrated language, music and movement activities e.g. Total Physical Response (TPR), rap



3.2. common challenges that are faced by all or some countries (both host and participants’) in their effort to implement policies related to the theme of the visit:
	· How to motivate students successfully in relation to language learning

· How to produce language teachers with high levels of language competency and teaching skills
· How to produce quality teachers who are capable of teaching using a CLIL approach i.e. teachers with a dual competency/qualification 
· How to ensure that ICT is used effectively in relation to language learning



3.3. effective and innovative solutions you have identified that the countries (both host and participants’) apply to meet the challenges you mentioned in question 3.2:
	· Capitalising on the interests and particular developmental stage of the students to ensure that they engage with language learning at the optimum level e.g. teaching the language of ICT and incorporating practical ICT projects into the language classes of second level students who have a particular interest in that area
· Providing trainee teachers with opportunities to practise language skills and participate in active learning approaches simultaneously – e.g. using active learning approaches to teach courses to trainee language teachers, facilitating trainee teachers to teach some of their own conversation classes, together with their peers, that requires them to use active learning methodologies e.g. role play
· Creating language courses that have a very high practical  emphasis rather than an Arts-literature focus

· Creating training opportunities that facilitate students in obtaining a dual competency/qualification e.g. Students at NKJO teacher training college in Torun can study another subject area in the local university while simultaneously taking a language teaching course at the teacher training college




3.4. policies and practices that can be further explored and possibly transferred to other countries:

	· The use of CLIL at kindergarten level 

· The creation of a second level school for talented students where the language skills of linguistically talented students are nurtured 
· The development/expansion of language training opportunities for trainee language teachers e.g. exchange programmes between countries that allow trainee teachers to do part of their teaching practice in a country where the target language is spoken
· The creation/expansion of opportunities for students to obtain a dual competency/qualification i.e. a language and a specialist subject area
· The further development of approaches that combine music, movement and language learning


4. Creating networks of experts, building partnerships for future projects is another important objective of the study visit programme. 
Please state whether ideas for future cooperation have evolved during meetings and discussions.
	The following possibilities were explored informally:
· The development of exchanges between groups/networks of schools in different countries e.g. a group of schools in the South of Italy and those schools studying Italian in Ireland where a particular aspect of the participating countries is focused on – e.g. history, music etc.
· The development of foreign placement exchanges involving trainee teachers in relation to CLIL where the trainee teachers get teaching practice in their special subject/area as well as an opportunity to develop language skills

· The development of exchanges between individual schools in the participants’ countries 
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