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1. Evaluation of the programme

1.1Approach to the theme

The group saw a series of potential outdoor environmental education (EE) opportunities, such as 

· the forest park in Żywiecki

· capercaillie conservation project

· Porąbka-Żar pumped storage hydroelectricity

· Babiogórski National Park 

The group saw pratcical engagements of students collecting weather datas in the  GLOBE (Global Learning and Observation of the Environment) programme. This was established in 1997 in Poland and in 2002 in Gymnasjum N°2. The figures were inputed into the GLOBE database, for curriculum use. 

The group was made a aware of the « student volunteering programme », where students from Universities work with school pupils. The aim of this programme is to equalize opportunities for children and teenagers living in town of 20,000 inhabitants. It is funded by the Polish-American Freedom Foundation and the National Association for Teachers and Animators account for and promot the programme. 

The group visited Sucha Beskidzka, the High School of Tourism and Ecology, and were made aware of their programme.

1.2 Did the participants find the contents as relevant as they had expected ?

The programme delivered almost exactly what it said in the visit specification. The group would have welcome more engagement with children participating in outdoor EE.

1.3 Did the study visit meet your expectations concerning the theme ?

Satisfied : All participants (6)

1.4 Comments on the places visited.

· Gimnazjum N° 2 Stanisława Staszica

The group received an overview of the Polish education system. This was valuable and could be contrasted with individual national settings. Discussions with senior staff at school elaborated on recent initiatives such as introduction of school uniform, testing and english language programme. The GLOBE programme provided an insight into the way Poland is participating in environmental programmes.

· Porąbka-Żar pumped storage hydroelectricity

This provided background about the operation of pimp storage electricity generation. Ressources were available for students to study this issue. A trip to the Zar Mountain on a funicular railway demonstrated the geografical environmental contents of the area.

· The Regional Museum in Żywiec

The participants were made aware of the history of Żywiec and we were given the programme for school visit. Our guide instructed us on how shool visits are conducted. The museum provides the contents, but the visiting shools have to put  in pedagogical aspects linked to the curriculum. Resources at museum could not be learnt at schools. Pupils funded the visit themselves.

· Town hall visit and meeting Mayor

Participant were made aware of the adminsitration of the town and issues such as regenertion of the town center and housing provision.

· Wieprz Gymnasjum n°2

The lecture on student volunteer programme informed us about initiative. In the time provided the details of the programs were covered and compared to a similar initiative beeing undertaken by a group member from France. The group saw potential for future cooperation in this program between participating countries.

· Forest park in Żywiecki / Capercaillie counservation programme

The very detailed presentation on forest management, ranging from seed collection to harvest and marketing, and the capercaillie counservation project provided useful information on educational potential for such projects. It was explained that visit by school are facilitated. The group felt it would have be useful to have witnessed a visit in progress.

· Ecology Education Centres in Istebna (Dzielec) and in Wisła Czarne. 
This was a short tour of this center. We saw a wildlife display and rooms for lectures. The resource also had provision for children with disabilities to engage in artwork relating to the environment.

· Visit to Kraków

The group was taken on a cultural visit to the city of Kraków. This provided a cultural dimension to this programme. En route, a stop was made at a limestone gorge with interesting geographical and geological potential for education. Participants would have like to have spent more time looking at details of the features.

· Sucha Beskidzka, The High School of Tourism and Ecology

The participants visited this establishment were the Principal and Post-Graduate students provided information on the courses offered by the University. There are 1300 students who come from all over Poland (initially there were only 35). Language teaching is taught as a part of tourism. Established links with other countries provide work experience opportunities. The group saw potential for future links, e.g. Erasmus.
· Babiogórski National Park 

This National Park Education Center. Pupils, including special needs pupils, were undertaking visits. There were high quality displays for students engagements. We were given worksheets to support curriculum engagements.

· Visit at The Water Supply Station and then The Set of School and Pre-school in Oczków. The participants visited this school and finished the final raport of study visit. At last they saw Museum of Brewery in Żywiec.
1.5 How would you assess the opportunities for discusion within the group ?

There were many informal opportunities (such as travel and meal times) for the group to discuss issues raised. During and after presentations there were questions and answers session. The group would have welcome some more time in the programme for formal reflection and discussion.

1.6 Other comments

Before the visit, participants were well informed as to agenda and arrangements for accomaodation and travel. A minibus was provided for the week. The hosts were very welcoming and assistance was provided from collection at this airport to arrivals at the hotel. Translators accompanied the group throughout the week. 

2- Contents on the visit

· All participants gained valuable insight into EE opportunities that the Polish landscape can provide.

· Valuable ideas were gained that can be implemented in the participants individual settings.

· All participants experienced the rich and welcoming hospitality and culture of Poland through visits and contact with Polish staff.

· Contacts were established in order to develop further cooperation. There is now a common enthusiasm in the group to continue with joined projects and other links with Poland.

· The group have a greater appreciation of Polish history and recent development.

3- The group's suggestions to the national agency officer of the host country for improving the organisation and efficiency of study visits

All participants agreed that the visit was well organised. As the group was taken to a wide variety of outdoor environments, the acces to the bus was very important. For future visits perhaps less time could be spent in travelling by visiting more local resources central to the main area of study.

4- Suggestions of the group to Cedefop regarding general organisationof the study visits programmme at European level

· The pre-visit briefing are essential and should be continued by national agencies.

· Group sizes of 5 to 15 should be left as is.

· Documentation in the brochure should indicate clearly the education stages that the focus of the visit is aimed at.

· In order to increase wider participation in the programme, greater language support should be financed by national agencies.

· A post-visit meeting for all study visit participants in their country is recommended.
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